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‘The Light Shineth in Darkness.’ 

It is sometimes asked, ‘How can it be said 
that Christ is in men, while yet they are not 
Christians 7? We will endeavor to answer this 
question. 

The scriptures certainly teach that Christ is, 
in some sense, in men, before they believe. 
Paul is evidently addressing an inquirer who 
has not yet believed, when he says in Rom. 10: 
6, ‘Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend 
into heaven, to bring Christ down,” &e. ‘The 
word [i. e. the power or life of Christ] is nigh 
thee, even in thy heart ;” &c. The manifest 
intent of this direction is, to turn the inquirer’s 
attention from Christ in heaven, to Christ in his 
own heart, hitherto unconfessed and unknown, 
yet actually present with all his power to save. 
Again, John says, (1: 4,) ‘In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men.” ‘ True,’ it 
may be said, ‘the lite of Christ is the light of 
those men who believe on him, but not of oth- 
ers.’ But the apostle immediately goes on to 
say— The light shineth in darkness, and the 
darkness comprehended it not:’ and then to 
make the matter more sure, he says, “‘ That 
was the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world.” It cannot be said that 
this refers to Christ’s external instructions, for 
in the first place they certainly do not light all 
men—the heathen, for instance,—and, second- 
ly, the light that lighteth every man, is express- 
ly said to be the life of Christ. The plain 
meaning of the passage, then, is, that as the 
light of the sun is present in the whole solar 
system, so the life of Christ is present in the 
whole sphere of human spirits. The reader 
will find this doctrine confirmed in Rom. 5: 18, 
2Cor. 13: 5, 1 John 5: 11. 

If we cannot explain the actual manner of 
this revealed fact, we can easily show by illus- 
trations how it may exist—how Christ may 
properly be said to be in men, while yet they 
are not Christians. The ordinary conscious- 
ness of men does not reach far into the myste- 
ries of their inward being. iven the interior 
of their bodies is to a great extent an unknown 
region tothem. They are not conscious of the 
existence and agency of the most important 
organs of their physical life. Without anatom- 
ical dissections, no man would know that he 
has a liver anda brain. Still more strongly 
it may be affirmed that mere natural consci- 
ousness does not penetrate far into the secrets 
of our spiritual organizations. Vital agencies 
of the most important kind may exist and 
steadily work within our spirits, while we know 
nothing of them. Thus the life of Christ cer- 
tainly does exist and work within all men.— 
‘ The light shineth iu darkness, and the dark- 
ness comprehendeth it not.’ 

Again, the mightiest and most universal 
agencies of the natural world are invisible, and 
to the mass of mankind unknown. Who but 
the scientific chemist ever analyzes air, and ac- 
quaints himself with the elements of it—oxygen, 
that sustains life and fire, and nitrogen, in which 
life and fire are extinguished? Electricity, 
though every where present, is known to com- 
mon men only as it gleams sometimes from the 
clouds. And it is but a short time since the 


the wonders of mesmerism, and is an import- 
ant agent in all the processes of life, was re- 
|vealed to the world. Who ean say then a pri- 
‘ori that there is not on the one hand a diaboli- 
cal aura or spiritual fluid of poisonous qualities, 
jand on the other a divine aura, or spiritual 
‘fluid of life-giving qualities, pervading all hu- 
'man life? We believe assuredly that this is 
true, because the word of God affirms it, and 
science, as it advances, instead of disproving it, 
is fast verging toward the recognition of it. 

The difference between the believer and the 
unbeliever is this:—While both ‘live and 
move and have their being’ in the all-pervad- 
ing aura of Christ, the unbeliever, by his 
ignorance and wicked works, excludes and re- 
pels it from his consciousness, and by the same 
means invites and imbibes the awra of Satan, 
thus making himself more and more corrupt; 
whereas the believer ‘ feels after,’ finds, recog- 
nizes and enters into vital union with the quick- 
ening power which surrounds and _ pervades 
him, thus making himsel* a living and fruitful 
member of Christ. —[Reprint. 





Patience. 

Patience is one of the most necessary Chris- 
tian virtues. Every day, and every hour of 
the day, we see the need of patience, to en- 
dure tribulation on the one hand, and to wait 
on God on the other. The believer is liable 
to come under the influence of a spirit that 
would try to hurry God. This produces very 
mischeivous results when allowed to work «in 
individuals. It breeds fault-finding, fretful- 
ness, &c. <A friend has aptly said, ‘God is 
never ina hurry: the devil always is.’ If 
God could immediately deliver us from all 
trouble, it would not be for our interest that he 
should. It is better that he should first disci- 
This is the object of our 
“Tribulation worketh 


pline and perfect us. 

sufferings and trials. 
patience ; and patience, experience ; and expe- 
rience, hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed ; 
because the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts, by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto 
us.”? 

The Primitive church were particularly dis- 
ciplined on this point. They required, on the 
one hand, patience to endure the great suffer- 
ings that were put upon them, and, on the 
other, they needed patience to wait for the 
glorious termination of their trialsk— The Com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus. This necessity ac- 
counts for the frequent exhortations we find of 
this kind: ‘‘ Gird up the loins of your minds ; 
be sober, and hope to the end, for the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ.” ‘Ye have need of pa- 
tience, that after ye have done the will of God, 
ye might receive the promise.” Heb. 10: 36. 
“‘ Be patient, therefore, unto the coming of 
the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth 
for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath 
long patience for it, until he receive the early 
and the latter rain. Be ye also patient; es- 
tablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh.”? James 5: 7, 8. 

And we see in the Primitive church some 
excellent examples of patience. Though many 
forsook the truth, or followed the example of 
the foolish virgins, and ‘ took no oil with their 
lamps ;’ yet some were faithful to the end. 
They were ‘ready to meet the bridegroom,’ 
and ‘ went in with him to the marriage.’ It is 
an interesting fact that in Christ’s messages 
to the seven churches of Asia, (see Revela- 
tions,) five of them were commended for their 
‘patience, though all were criticised, except the 
church of Philadelphia. And John speaks a 
number of times of ‘the patience of the 
saints ;? ‘ that they keep the commmandments 





to animate their faith, similar in glory and mag- 
nitude to those before the Primitive church, 
We are looking for the introduction of Christ 
into the world as its King, for intimate commu- 
nication with the heavenly world, for the abo- 
lition of death, and for the redemption of this 
earth from all evil. God is plainly bringing 


these things to pass; and what is demanded of 


us, is strong and patient hearts. How appro- 
priate then it is that we adopt the exhortations 
which were given to the primitive saints, ¢o 
be patient, and to wait on God. If they 
could count their tribulations as light afflictions, 
and ‘run with patience the race set before 
them,’ certainly we, who are surrounded net 
only with the same great ‘ cloud of witnesses’ 
that they were, but also with the Primitive 
church itself, are encouraged to run with pa- 














of God, and the faith of Jesis, ’&e. 





very existence of the nervous fluid, which works 


The present church of believers have objects 


tience the race before us. w. 





The Right Kind of Willfulness. 

Willfulness, when blind and turned in a 
wrong direction, is mischievous in proportion to 
its power ; but it is a very good thing, when it 
is intelligent, and is turned in the right direc- 
tion. Whatever characteristic we perceive in 
God’s nature we should nourish in our own ; 
and we are certain that he is the most willful 
being in the universe—more willful than Satan 
himself. He is perfectly determined, full of 
perseverance, and possesses inexhaustible pa- 
tience. It is considered a reproach to calla 
man ‘ set in his way ;’ yet God, to our certain 
knowledge, has been ‘set in his way,’ for six 
thousand years; and he shows no signs of dis- 
couragement. His purpose is to give the king- 
doms of this world to his Son Jesus Christ; and 
in order to effect this purpose he has begun to 
make a good world of it, and, despite all oppo- 
sition, he will accomplish this object. 

It isa very important part of salvation to 
come into sympathy with this phase of God’s 
character, and thus become ‘set in our way.’ 
First, make sure that you are right, and then 
cling to the truth ‘through thick and thin,’ 
through good and evil report; and if people 
call you willful and obstinate, consider it a com- 
pliment. It cannot be necessary to settle ques- 
tions of right again and again ; but this is what 
the devil and many worldly-wise friends would 
have us do. They would have us meet and 
answer one string after another of objections 
against what we know to be God’s truth, It is 
foolish to dally in this way. Settle the princi- 
ciple candidly that you are right once for all, 
and then give yourselves up to willfulness— 
push through all contradictory theories and all 
objections, into unison with God’s will and pur- 
pose. 

We have prayed, and the world has prayed 
for hundreds of years, “‘ Our Father which art 
in heaven: . . . thy kingdom come,” &c. Is 
it not about time for us to close our ears and 
eyes to all objections and obstructions, and say, 
‘The kingdom of God sHaLt come?’ We 
know that God is determined to come into this 
world, and cast the devil out. Now let us aver 
that this purpose shall be executed, and throw 
our souls into the work with a desperation pro- 
portioned to the magnitude of the object. If our 
wills are in perfect unison with God’s they will 
have almighty strength, ard nothing will be 
able to effectually resist them. 

The fruits of the intellect are good, but en- 
tirely subservient to the fruits of the will. 
Deeds preach louder than words. When two 
nations find themselves in some difficulty with 
each other, they first discuss the matter with 
words ; but if they cannot come to a satisfacto- 
ry settlement in that way, they proceed to use 
more cogent arguments, such as powder and 
cannon balls. In all matters of discussion and 
disputation, a time comes when mere talk has to 


give place to the action and fruits of the will. 

The general principle that reigns in heaven 
in distinction from the state of things in this 
world, is this: in heaven all are governed by 
inspiration. That is the all-controlling prin- 
ciple ; their natures are open to it, and their 
adhesion to it such that it is the strongest ele- 
ment of life. The will of God carries them 
away with it like the operations of mesmerism. 
Their wills go with the will of God; they walk 
in the spirit easily and naturally. But there is 
no such reference as this to the Spirit of God 
among the religious sects in this world. They 
peep up through the blanket of unbelief and 
worldliness once in a while; but the idea of 
making the Spirit of God the all-controlling el- 
ement of existence, is unthought of. In this 
world, saints and sinners live under laws and 
precepts, but in heaven they are under a living 
administration ; God’s will is recognised as su- 
preme. When we pray, ‘Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,’ &c., we pray that the reign 
of inspiration may come ; that we may be ele- 
vated out of the laws and precepts of dead moral- 
ity, and be placed under a living administration 

A prodigious change it is, to pass from the 
laws and precepts of morality to the all-con- 
trolling principle of inspiration. A great hue 
and ery is raised as soon as any one undertakes 
to make that change, as soon asa person begins 
to forsake the fashions and customs of this 
world, and to adopt those of heaven. Even 
the principles of righteousness and religion are 
arrayed against this movement. At the same 
time, the world do not consider it wrong for 
persons to expect to become citizens of heaven 
at some future time. Now can’t we compro- 
mise with our conservative friends concerning 
this matter? We do promise them that we 
will oppose the abolition of all customs and 
fashions, unless something better is proposed to 
take their places. And we further offer for 
their consideration, the fact that we shall not 
fall below the principles of morality recognized 
in the world: we will either obey them, or rise 
above them; which can only be done by com- 
ing into communication with heaven, the source 
of all true morality. This is all the compro- 
mise we have to offer; and we hope the world 
will accept it. 

But to return: the great thing for us now to 
do, is to set our wills to cxeeute what we per- 
ceive it is the purpose of God to effect, viz. the 
introduction of the kingdom of heaven into the 
world. We need first to secure in our own 
hearts the reign of God’s Spirit ; and then to 
insist that it shall carry us where God pleases, 
and bid defiance to all contradictory influences. 
In the first process of establishing the reign of 
inspiration in our hearts, our passions and af- 
fections—even those that we have been accus- 
tomed to consider sacred—often resist the claim 
of God. Here an issue must be made: here 
is the spot for the wl/ to rise—the appropriate 
time to be ‘set in our way’—to be obstinate, 
and as immutable in determination as God him- 
self. We should continually vow in our hearts 
that we will listen to no communication, howev- 


er plausible and weighty, if its object or ten- 
dency is to turn us away from God’s Spirit. 
We want wills that are firm as everlasting 
adamant, and immovably ‘set in the way’ of 
doing the will of God.—Home- Talk. 





I~ The only clear blue sky is rrust; all else is 
‘the blackness of darkness.’ If there is not a Su- 
preme Power which we can trust, our condition is 
deplorable enough: for no man can see through to 
the end ; and no one has an intellect large enough to 
comprehend, and give a satisfactory reason even to 
himself, for every circumstance that occurs within 
his sphere. But every one can trust in God; and 
here we runinto a safe harbor; and we need fear no 
evil. ‘The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants; 
and none of them that trust in him shall be deso- 
late.” ‘The fear of man bringeth a snare: but 
whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.” 
God is our pilot ; then let us trust him to guide ug 





through this stormy sea, and not worry ourselves 
about ‘ the shoals,’ ‘ sand-bars,’ &c. 
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Theocratic Platform. 


The Editor of The Circular, in a recent letter 
sketches the Platform of our new state of Society as 
follows : 

Sovereignty or Jesus Curist, dating 
from his Resurrection, and manifested at his 
Second Coming. 

Co-sovEREIGNTY or THE Primitive 
Cuvurcn, raised from the dead at the Second 
Coming. 

Usion witn Curist anp THE Primitive 
Cuuren, by faith and love. 

Unrry or att Bettevers, in this world 
and in Hades, with the one kingdom in the 
Heavens. 

Resurrection or THE Sprrit, resulting in 
salvation from sin and selfish habits. 

Resurrection or THE Bopy, preventing 
or overcoming disease, renewing youth, and 
resulting in the abolition of death, and the 
loosing of the captives in Hades. 

Community or Rroperry of all kinds, with 
inspiration for distribution. 

ABANDONMENT OF THE ENTIRE F'Asnion oF 
rut Worip—especially marriage, and inyol- 
untary propagation. 

Cuttivation oF Free Love. 

DWELLING TOGETHER IN ASSOCIATION or 
Complex Families. 

Home Cuurcies anp Home Scuoots. 

Meetines Every Kventne. 

Lorp’s Supper at every Meat. 

Juttivation oF Free Crericism. 

Horticutture the leading business for sub- 
sistence, 

A Datty Paper as the gathering point for 
all separate Associations. 

This may properly be called the Theocratic Plat- 
form. The ideas suggested, will be found to com- 
prehend the main features of the Revolution which 
we believe in as the kingdom of God. Our readers 
we are sure, Will study it with interest, and agree 
with the remark of Mr. Noyes, accompanying the 
above, that ‘‘a Discourse, or Series of Lectures, 
which shall develop these ideas in their true pro- 
portions and connections, so as to make an availa- 
vle science of them, will deserve a premium.”— 
The different points and subjects of this sketch, will 
engage the warmest attention of The Circular, and 
offer an inviting field of discussion to our correspond- 


ents. G. 





The Resurrection King. 


The Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, established by 
his resurrection from the dead, is the central fact 
of the gospel, the one great ground and hope of sal- 
vation. It was so regarded by the apostles, and was 
proclaimed as a fact altogether new—the introduc- 
tion of which distinguished their age from all pre- 
ceding ones. 

The sovereignty of Jesus, by the resurrection from 
the dead! Well might they sound the news; for it 
implied the grandest revolution that men could con- 
ceive of. Previously, the world had known only 
Satan as King. Sin and death had been the uni- 
versal tax-gatherers, and there was no outlook from 
the imprisonment of evil which covered the whole 
apostate earth. Itis true that God’s sovereignty 
was still over and beyond all, and that here and 
there a man of faith could penetrate the darkness 
enough to partially perceive it; but there was yet 
nothing available—nothing that men could take hold 
of to break the enchantments of their prison-house. 
Satan had so effectually come between them and the 
sovereignty of God, that they realized only his rule. 
His presence was so intimate to the life of the race, 
that God’s surrounding anger at him, was necessari- 
ly conveyed to them; and the kindest approaches 
God could make were misrepresented and misunder- 
stood. Through the medium of his spirit, God 
seemed (to the few who had any knowledge of him) 
like a distant, inexorable judge ; and their immedi- 
ate consciousness, and the visible course of human 
experience, all proclaimed the sovereignty of evil. 
Satan was, in fact, the immediate ruler of the world. 

We may conceive now of the amazing import of 
that word which the apostles brought when they 
came preaching ‘Jesu8 and the resurrection.’ It 
was news of a revolation in the governorship of the 
race. The sovereignty of Satan brokén and sup- 
planted by the sovereignty of Christ. A being whom 
they had seen and known, and handled in the form 
of a man, had faced the power of Satan, broken all 
his prison doors, overeame death, and was now, from 
the right hand of God, administering his power and 
spirit to all who received the news, and looked to 
him. Here wasa deliverance that could be taken 
hold of. If the man Christ really rose from the 
dead, then God has indeed come in the flesh. In- 
stead vf looking down upon usin distant magnifi- 
cence, frowning upon our bondage to evil, he has 
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actually come and separated between us and our op- 
pressor. Jesus Christ is nearer to us than Satan, 
for he isa man; and yet by his resurrection from 
the dead, he is evidently the almighty Son of God. 
Hail then to the new sovereignty! God and good 
are henceforth the elements nearest to our life—for- 
ever separating between us and evil. It is done: 
the reign of sin and death have come to an end; 
‘salvation is finished by tne resurrection of Christ 
from the dead! 

Such was the electrical effect of Christ’s sovereign- 
ty as proclaimed b¥ the apostles with the power of 
the Holy Ghost, sent down from heaven. It thrilled 
the hearts of men with irresistible conviction. Thou- 
sands were instantaneously struck helpless before 
it, as on the day of Pentecost ; and the glorious rev- 
olution rolled on until it landed the believers of that 
day in the serene brightness of the Second Coming. 

The Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, by his resurrec- 
tion from the dead! Let us see the extent and 
proofs of this Sovereignty. 

1. He overcame and cast out the previous ruler of 
the world. ‘Now,’ said he, ‘is the judgment of this 
world; now shall the Prince of this world be cast 
out,’ 

2. He showed his spiritual sovereignty, by taking 
away the sin of the world, and freely justifying all 
men: ‘God was in him reconciling the world to 
himself.— After that he had by himself purged our 
sins, he sat down on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high.’ ‘The free gift came upon all men unto 
justification of life.’ It is evident from these and 
many similar passages, that he has made a complete 
reconciliation for sin, and presents the world inno- 
cent to God. He could not do this, if Satan was 
still its master. It is only on the supposition that 
he got between Satan and mankind, and so became 
himself their sovereign, that this free justification of 
all men is possible. 

3. His sovereignty over death and Hades, is shown 
by his resurrection from the dead, and by his as- 
suming the power to determine life and death in the 
case of others. See John 21: 18—22. 

4. His power over the nations is shown by the de- 
struction of Jerusalem and Judaism within forty 
years after his crucifixion, and in exact accordance 
with his prediction. 

5. His sovereignty in the whole domain of good, 
in the power of edification as well as destruction, is 
shown by the extension of his name and influence 
over the darkness of heathenism—in the conversion 
of all apparent evil into good, for those who confess 
him, and in the glorious inheritance which his prim- 
itive followers enjoy, as ‘ Kings and Priests’ at his 
hand. 

This is the Sovereign which we would present to 
the world. Can unbelief and inattention long re- 
sist his claim ? G. 


Latter-Day Education. 


It is out of the question that the mass of the peo- 
ple should avail themselves of the benefits of the 
educational institutions of the world, such as colle- 
ges, theological seminaries, &c.; and even for those 
who can afford these privileges, there is no possibility 
of obtaining an integral education. The greatest 
of all sciences, that which treats of spirits and our 
spiritual nature,—and its complement, that which 
treats of our social and passional nature, are en- 
tirely neglected in these institutions. A person may 
graduate in every one of them, and still have no 
conceptions that are of any practical value to him, 
of these great sciences. The truth is, and every 
day it is becoming more manifest, that these licens- 
ed schools of learning are inadequate to meet the 
wants of the times. The slow and laborious process 
of instruction that obtains in them, is hardly 
in consonance with this age of steam and elec- 
trivity. They originated in times when there was 
a poverty of the means of education, and Provi- 
dence has smiled upon their labors, as it does on 
every advanced step in civilization; but we are not 
for this reason authorized to regard them as the 
‘ fountains’ of science we are to seek unto for in- 
struction. Schools that are devoted only to partic- 
ular divisions of the great field af universal science, 
are incapable of affording us an integral education. 





But the general a@d rapid ‘ march of mind’ that 
characterizes the present time, indicates with cer- 
| tainty that there isa power of education in the 
world, outside and independent of these venerable 
schools of wisdom—a power that has gone out into 
the ‘ highways and hedges’ of the public mind, com- 
pelling as it were, progress and swift improvement 
in every direction. We recognize in this influence, 
the SovEREIGNTY oF JESUS CuRIST--the majestic move- 
ments of the real genius of education, putting the 
world to school preparatory to the visible inaugura- 
tion of its King. This is to be the upshot of the 
magnificent programme that has been fore-drdained 
from eternity to be executed in these latter days-- 
‘the gathering together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven and which are on earth.’ 

We believe the policy of Jesus Christ’s educational 
system is exactly adapted to the wants of the world. 
The text-book of his school covers the whole ground 
of universal science, embracing ‘ a// the treasures of 





wisdom and knowledge’—and is accessible to all. 





————— 





The Holy Spirit is the teacher which he has sent into 
the world as the Expounder of this text-book: He 
is qualified and commissioned to ‘lead usinto aL. 
truth ;’ and his services are accessible to all. ‘ Who- 
soever will,’ may place themselves in vital commu- 
nication with this Fountain-head of the sciences, 
and thus be in the way of attaining ultimately a 
knowledge of all things.—Here certainly is a door 
of hope encouraging to the expectations of the most 
sanguine,—wide open to those who have no money, 
and more reliable than any Hades can offer us. 

The Primitive Church are the first class that have 
graduated in Christ’s school ; and they now consti- 
tute the ‘ Professors’ in Heaven’s University. From 
the notes they have left behind them, we can gather 
many invaluable hints in relation to the first les- 
sons that are to be pursued, if we would study to 
the best possible, advantage. S. R. L. 





The Heart Satisfied. 

There is an instinct and longing in every 
faithful heart, that can never be satisfied with- 
out the testimony which was given to Enoch— 
that he pleased God. We want a conscious- 
ness all the time that we are doing the ‘ good 
and acceptable and perfect willof God.’ That 
would satisfy the depths of our heart, and fill 
us with abiding joy. No music could compare 
with it. And that we shall certainly attain by 
fellowship with Christ. His Father said to him, 
‘ Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased ;? and spoke of him in similar language 
again to the disciples—‘ This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.’ Christ said 
of himself, ‘I do always those things that please 
him.’ As we become conformed to his image, 
this testimony will be ours. We heard a belie- 
ver say, in the blessedness of her first baptism 
into Christ, that for several days, she heard the 
voice of God in her heart, as if he said to her, 
Thou art my beloved son, in whom I am well 
pleased. She enjoyed for a season the happi- 
ness of Christ’s consciousness ; and that will be 
our permanent state as we ‘ grow up into him 
in all things.’ 

Faith is among the things most pleasing to 
God. ‘ Without faith it is impossible to please 
him.’ All the elders obtained their good re- 
port through faith—God counted it to them for 
righteousness. Christ was particularly pleased 
with the exhibition of faith—in such instances 
as the Syrophenician woman, the centurion, 
and others. It always drew forth his commen- 
dation. A meek and quiet spirit, the twin-sis- 
ter of faith, is also represented as very accepta- 
ble toGod. So that in learning to * walk wor- 


-thy of the Lord wnto all pleasing,’ we are 


trained more in being than doing. The secret 
of it, is, that faith and quietness let God work 
in us * to will and to do of his good pleasure ;’ 
and so make us both beautiful in being, and 
fruitful in good works. H. 





Bible Notes. 


We find among Mrs. Cragin’s papers, notes of a 
Bible-class which she attended in Putney in 1840, 
They are continued through several of Paul’s epis- 
tles and we propose to publish such extracts as seem 
most worthy of preservation. The Bible-class was 
sustained by the Putney Church, who for several 
months met at early dawn in the Perfectionist chaped. 
The notes are chiefly from remarks of J. H. N. and 
written out at home amidst the cares of a family. 
They are interesting as evidences of Mrs. Cragin’s 


industry and love of the Bible. H. A. N. 


Putney, Nov. 13, 1840. 

‘¢ The letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.”— 
2 Cor., 3: 6. 

Letter means aw. ‘ The law worketh wrath.’ 
‘Where there is no law there is no transgres- 
sion.’ ‘ The law made nothing perfect.’ * Christ 
is the end of the law:’ Ifthe law could have 
made perfect, God would have spared his Son. 

‘* But if the ministration of death, written and 
engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the chil- 
dren of Israel could not steadfastly behold the face 
of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which 
glory was to be done away.” ver. 7. 

This glory, or law, was done away, when God 
wrote his laws in the heart. 

‘* How shall not the ministration of the Spirit be 
rather glorious?” ver. 8. 

The ministration of the spirit—God’s right- 
eousness is glorious. If we have Christ’s right- 
eousness, it is as acceptable in God’s sight in 
us, as in Christ. J//wstration.—Hold a mirror 
opposite the sun when rising, and you will see 
not the reflection simply, but the sun itself— 





the rays themselves reversed. So if our right- 





eousness is Christ’s, the very light of Godstrikes 
us and is reflected back to him. 

‘*Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” ver. 17. 

By this text we may know the spirit of the 
Lord from other spirits. God’s spirit is light, 
liberty and freedom from condemnation. God’s 
spirit never condemns; the law condemns. God 
suffers a spirit of condemnation to come upon 
us to convict us, and show us what our life is 
without Christ. 

«Therefore, seeing we have this ministry, as we 
have received mercy, we faint not.” Chap. 4, ver. 1, 

They received the ministry of the spirit by 
the laying on of hands, and believing the word. 
The Campbellites say that none but Jesus Christ 
baptised with the Hoiy Ghost; but Paul says, 
‘God hath made us able ministers of the new 
testament ; not of the letter, but of the spirit.’ 

** But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that 
are lost. In whom the god of this world hath blind- 
ed the minds of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of 
God, should shine unto them.” ver. 4, 5. 

The gospel was not Aid, except to those who 
were blinded by lust. It is plain to them who 
have an honest heart, and are willing to become 
little children. 

**For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus 
the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ 
sake.” ver. 5. 

We are your servants, not for your sakes, 
but for Christ’s sake. All that Paul did had 
special reference to him to whom he had ensla- 
ved himself. 

** But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of God, and 
not of us.” ver. 7. 

Man looks at the outward appearance ; but 
God casts contempt on it, by selecting mean 
and unlearned persons often, and making them 
able ministers of the gospel. If Jesus Christ 
in outward appearance had suited that gen- 
eration, he would not have established a spirit- 
ual kingéom. Paul had an infirmity of the 
flesh. 1t was said of him, that ‘his bodily 
presence was weak,and his speech contemptible,’ 
but he wasa chosen vessel, and the power of God 
was so much the more manifested in him. The 
Bible is, in the Jetter, full of imperfections, and 
very deficient in scientific arrangement, but it 
accomplishes the object which God designed it 
should, viz. points men to him. If its exterior 
was attractive, the object would be defeated. 





Notes of a Dialogue. 

Topic, Slavery.] A.—The southern ne- 
groes are not the only slaves. All men, in 
one form or another, are in the condition 
of slaves; and the only question is, who 
we shall chvose for our master. The poor 
are in bondage to work, the higher classes 
are slaves to their money and servants.— 
Passions and appetites are universal tyrants. 
Shall we be slaves to these masters, or choose 
God our creator and rightful owner ? 

B.—-If we are His slaves, we need not fear 
that he will sell us to another master, as is of- 
ten done at the south. 

C.—-No ; and he will give us an education. 

D.—Cyhrist’s service is freedom. ‘If the Son 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.’ 

A.—And then we are secure of an everlasting 
home. Our Master will not die, and leave his 
property to be sold. 

C.—Hades is the‘ Red River country’ to the 
slaves of this world. They are ¢onstantly in 
fear of being transported to the plantations 
farther south. 

G.--They have an instinctive dread of going 
there, although it is a country they know very 
little about. No one ever returns to report: 
that looks rather suspicious. 

C.—-It may be these ‘rappings’ are a device 
got up by Massa Satan, to persuade the slaves 
that Red River is a pleasant country: the re- 
port is, they have good times there. 

D.—I offer myself to Christ as his slave. I 
choose him as my sovereign. 

All.——We join you in your choice, we vote 
for Christ as our sovereign. 





Sincerity and Good-nature. 

Sincerity is the friend of good nature. The 
world think that good nature must be preser- 
ved by indifference to the faults of those around 
you—‘ taking things easy,’ as the saying is. 
But all experience in Association teaches the 
contrary : that the only way to keep good na- 
tured, is to make critisism very free, and cul- 
tivate the utmost frankness toward each other. 
If you see faults in a friend, and are annoyed 











by them, and still afraid to be sincere, you will 
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go along with an inward grumble, and be inev- 
jtably cross. But tell him all your thoughts, 
and it will be as natural as life to feel good na- 
tured toward him then: you cannot help feeling | 
good natured toward one you have just criticis- | 
ed, whatever irritation and repulsion existed | 
before. oe 

| 





Forsaking All for Christ. 


The commonly received religion of ree 
world does not make much difference in the | 
situation of a man with respect to worldly pos- | 


° p | 
It is not considered necessary to | 


sessions. 
really part with any thing in order to follow | 
Christ, and obtain religion. But Christ ex-| 
pressly declares, ‘ If any man come to me, and | 
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and 
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and 
his own life also, he cannot be my disciple ;’ 
and again, ‘Whosoever he be of you that for- 
saketh not alJ that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple.’ ( Luke 14: 26, 33.) The man who. 
is really in earnest to know Christ, as Paul 
was, must at the outset, like him, fling behind 
him all the ties and cares of this world, and 
devote himself with a single eye to the attain- 
ment of his object. But whoever thinks to 
win Christ, and at the same time keep one eye 
on the good things of this world, will find him- 
self in the condition of the double-minded, of 
whom it is said, * Let not that man think that 
he shall receive any thing from the Lord ;’ and 
thus he will lose both his objects. 

¢ Whosoever will save his life, shall ose it.’ 
This will certainly be found true of all those, 
who talk of ‘ taking up. their cross,’ ‘denying 
themselves,’ &e., while they still hug their 
worldly possessions as closely as ever, insisting 
that they are not required to give them up, 
unless they interfere with their duty; and not 
perceiving that their ‘duty’ is, first to forsake 





those very things. 

Christ tested the sincerity of the rich young 
man who came to him, by saying, ‘ Sell all that 
thou hast, and give to the poor; and come, 
fpllow me.’ He required of all those who 
would follow him, that they immediately for- 
sake the world and its possessions, and surren- 
der themselves, with all they had, to the true 
owner ; that they become disentangled from 
every thing that might divert their attention, 
and devote themselves entirely to his business ; 
looking to his providence for even their daily 
food. 

Paul followed Christ in. this, counting all 
things but loss that he might know him; and, 
giving up the emolument he no doubt might 
have received as a teacher of the law, he be- 
came an itinerant preacher, supporting himself 
by the labor of his hands. Likewise the disci- 
ples on the day of Pentecost: they did not 
keep their possessions till they should be called 
to give them up, but the instinctive impulse of 
their hearts was to begin by surrendering them. | 

All professed Christians will admit, in a gen- 
eral way, that they are required to deny them- 
selves, to ‘ crucify the flesh with its affections 
and lusts ;’ yet many imagine that they may 
retain to themselves their property and family 
relations. But there is no reason why these 
things should be excepted, in what we are call- 
ed on to forsake, but the best reason for the 
contrary ; since property and family relations 
are the two strongest ties that hold men down 
to the world. Accordingly, as is seen in the 
texts above quoted, Christ made no such ex- 
ception. But to those who believe and follow 
him, he gives assurance of eternal riches, in 
place of those which they forsake. When he 
says to the rich man, ‘Sell al] that thou hast, 
and come, follow me,’ he adds, ‘and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven.’ And to Peter’s in- 
quiry what they should have who had left all 
and followed him, he said ‘ Verily I say unto 
you, there is no man that hath left house, or 
parents, or brethren or wife, or children, for 
the kingdom of heaven’s sake, who shall not 
receive manifold more in this present time, and 
in the world to come life everlasting,’ Thus 
will it be found true, that ‘ godliness is profit- 
able unto all things, having promise of the life 


that now is, and of that which is to come.’ 
E. H. D. 








| or please ourselves in reality, until /ove in all 


J&Readers will observe that our Platform pro- 
poses Horticulture as the leading bysiness of subsis- 
tence. The following discourse will be found to har- 
monize with that idea. 


Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 119. 


(Rerorteo sy M. E. Caacin, Marcu 2, 1851.) 


REDEMPTION FROM SLAVISH LABOR, 


If we seek for righteousness, and want some- 
thing to value ourselves upon, let us understand 
the true rule of estimation, and the order 
in which things are really valuable in our 
life and proceedings. 
munication with God is first in order and im- 


Our spiritual com- 


portance ; communication with each other, or 
social intellectual 
cultivation certainly is third: and consequently 
we must rank physical labor as fourth in the 
order of valuation. And yet it is evident that 
in the world, to a great extent, people value 
themselves upon their physical labor more than 
upon any thing else. It is the standard of 
righteousness with the great mass of mankind. 
Their sense of worth and well-deserving bases 
itself principally upon their industry. They 
have no particular communication with the Di- 


intercourse, is second; 


vine, or the social, or intellectual ; but estimate 
every thing in proportion as it is valuable for 
work. And the soul of work is eating and 
drinking. So we see that the righteousness of 
the world is its devotion to eating and drinking : 


Work 


is the grand ordinance of the belly-god ; and 


its worship is the worship of the belly. 


men are righteous or wicked according to their 
devotion or slackness in serving this deity. 
Now to put the two sorts of righteousness over 
against each other ; a very universal feeling is 
that labor, physical labor, is the sine qua non 
of good character, and that social education, 
and social enjoyments are indulgences not to be 
accounted as valuable, but rather detracting 
from character. The idea prevails that so far 
as a man lets his life out in social enjoyments, 
attraction of the sexes, it is 
which if not positively un- 


especially in the 
an indulgence, 
righteous, is by no means to be set down on 
the side of righteousness. 

Now righteousness, properly considered, zs 
what pleases God, or that which God values.— 
And to his view and taste, that development 
of our life which makes us social beings, which 
leads us to prize the ordinances of love, which 
tends to consolidation, and harmony with the 
vibrations of heavenly music, is far more valua- 
ble than anything we can produce in the way 
of physicallabor. Assuming that physical labor 
is an ordinance of God; and one in which we 
ean approach him, and please him, and then 
assuming that social intercourse is also an ordi- 
nance of God, im which we can approach and 
please him, I ask which takes the precedence 
before him, and in respect to which may it be 
said, that man is the most valuable and right- 
cous? Most assuredly, God prefers the social 
to the muscular. We shall never please God, 
its branches, and in all its ordinances, is hon- 
ored above physical labor. The man who sinks 
himself into social barrenness—who sinks the 
man in the slave, will have no credit with God 
as a self-denying, industrious character. That 
perversion of our nature by which we work 
ourselves into a dry, barren state in regard to 
social enjoyment, will sometime be as disgus- 
ting to us, and as evidently perverse, as it is 
now for a man to work himself into inefficiency 
for labor by drinking. 
who makes himself a drone by drunkenness. 


We despise the man 


But we ought much more to despise the man 
who makes himself a drone in love to God and 
man, by work. ‘‘Grod'delighteth not in the 
strength of the horse: he taketh not pleasure 
in the legs of a man. The Lord taketh pleas- 
ure in them that fear him, in those that hope 
in his merey.” (Ps. 147: 10, 11.) 

We are now seriously engaged upon the 
third part of the great problem mentioned in 
our First Annual Report. In that Report we 
say— The chain of evil which holds humani- 
ty in ruin, has four links, namely, Ist, a breach 
with God: (Gen. 3: 8;) 2d, « disruption of 
the sexes, involving a special curse on woman : 
(Gen. 3: 16;) 3d, the curse of oppressive la- 








bor, bearing specially on man: (Gen. 3: 17— 
19;) 4th, Death. (Gen. 3: 22—24.) These 
are all inextricably complicated with each oth- 
er. The true scheme of redemption begins 
with reconciliation with God, proceeds first to 
a restoration of true relations between the sex- 
es, then to a reform of the industrial system, 
and ends with victory over death.” p. 27.—-In 
our attempted reform, we have proceeded in 
the order here indicated. First, the doctrine 
of Salvation from Sin was again revealed in its 
primitive power. This relates to the first link 
in the chain of evil, and provides for the resto- 
ration of true relations with God. Secondly, 
our principles of Association relate to the sec- 
ond step of apostasy, and have put us on the 
track of recovering the true relations between 
the sexes, and made an end to the abuses of the 
propagative department. And now we are at 
work upon the third link—our relation to the 
industrial world. We shall find that there is 
a close connection between this third object and 
the other three. As salvation from sin relates 
to the establishment of the true relations be- 
tween the sexes, so a true relation of the sexes 
must precede a true system of labor; anda 
true system of labor is necessary to health and 
immortality. As soon as this object is secured, 
we shall be prepared for a decisive contest with 
‘the last enemy.’ The poison of death is in 
the working spirit of the world.* 

Let us obtain a true estimate of work—of 
the physical labor that people make such a 


righteousness of; and in order to do this, we! 


will go back to the beginning. And here we 
find man, made in the image of God, placed in 
the garden of Eden. Here he was surrounded 
‘‘with every tree that is pleasant to the sight, 
and good for food.”” Kvery thing grew spon- 
taneously around him ; and he was command- 
ed simply ‘to dress the garden, and to keep it.’ 
His labor was sport. But man sinned—he ate 
of the forbidden fruit. Then the Lard said 
unto him, ‘ Because thou hast eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou 
shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for 
thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the 
days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall 
it bring forth unto thee: and thou shalt eat 
the herb of the fields in.the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread, until thou return unto 
the ground ; for out of it wast thou taken; for 
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.’ 
(Gen, 3: 17—19.) 
up thus: lf you make a god of your belly, you 
shall find his service hard; and vt will-end in 
death. 
hard service of the belly-god. 
death ; and it was designed by God as-a- curse 
for the destruction of the flesh—the ruin of 
carnal and disobedient appetites. Man had 
forsaken his God for the gratification of his 


All this may be summed 


The working system of the world is the 
It ends in 


passions, and thus became, in one sense, like a 
brute ; and God’s policy was to make him dis- 
satisfied with this kind of worship, by making it 
hard and unpleasant. But the devil has man- 
aged-to work the imagination into the world, 
that there is wonderful virtue in this in- 
dustry—in the very service which was made 
hard to disgust mankind with false worship.— 
God’s resources are as inexhaustible now as 
they ever were ; and there is no more necessity 
now, as far as he is concerned, for our getting 
a living by the sweat of the brow, than there 
was before the fall: And the same God who 
le- 


gave mankind a paradise at the beginning 
sires to do it again. 

The devil has established a belief in 
world, that death and slavish labor were 
dained by God as. perpetual institutions, 
that they are good. He affirms that hard labor 
is, on the whole, a benefit, and that industry is 
the prime virtue of life: and mankind believe 


. the 
or- 
and 








* The reader will observe that this discourse was 
delivered more than a year ago: and we can now re- 
port, that its truth has been, in a great measure, 
practically realized in our Association. We are 
able to present to the world happy workmen, who 


Jabor not merely for their ‘ pottage,’ neither from 


compulsion, but from attraction. Our attention is 
now directed to the fourth link in the great chain 
of evil—victory over death; and we are confident 
that faith will ensure the same happy results in 
this department that have been attained in the 
othens. w. 





him, and establish their righteousness by indus- 
try. But so fur as God is concerned, slavery 
and death were put upon man to disgust him with 
the devil. The first great movement toward re- 
demption was a revolution in this direction.— 
The children of Israel’in Egypt, represented 
the present working millions of the world. 
Pharaoh was a representative of Satan; and 
what the children of Israel endured‘under Pha- 
raoh was a sample of what may be met with 
now allover the world. Now, as then, men 
are every where crying and groaning under the 
yoke of bondage. Well, God let them out of 
Egypt, and held them for forty years in the 
wilderness without work, and virtually put them 
back into Paradise. They had nothing to do ; 
he fed them with manna and quails—their gar- 
ments waxed not old—their living was sponta- 
neous: and ultimately they were led into a 
*Jand flowing with milk and honey.’ 

As we have said, the whole world, in-one 
form or another, aye in the same slavish state 
that the children of Israel were in Egypt’; ery- 
ing out that they are obliged to ‘ make brick 
without straw.’ And where is Moses? How 
are the world going forth from this? By some 
theory like Fourier’s? or some ‘ perfective 
law ?? Nay: but the God that manifested 
himself in the bush, and on the mount, is to 
lead them out of all this. And he will lead 
them out of it, not by mgrely showing them a 
better way of working—net by emproving their 
slavish condition: but by» emancipating them, 
and leading them forth into a situation like that 
lof the Jews in the wilderness, where they will 
get their living from him. But the old work- 
ers will need to be converted: None of the 
Jews who came out of Egypt were permitted 
to enter Canaan, except Caleb and Joshua.— 
They would not give up old habits. They said, 
‘ Would to God we had died under the hand of 
the Lord in Egypt, when we sat by the flesh- 
pots, and when we did eat bread to the full.’ 
The virtue which they attached to labor, and 
the ‘certainty which they felt-every day of get- 
ting their pottage, was worth more to them 
than to be fed by God. They were a stiff- 
necked race, and had to wander about in the 
wilderness until they died, and left tlieir chil- 
dren to enter the promised land. 





But we hope better things of the people God 
is leading fortl+ now. Though they come out 
lof Egypt, we hope they. will not have to 
leave their bones in the wilderness. It will be 
good to study the history of the Israelites. Con- 
sider those old veterans that came oui of Egypt 
Work was their life—and it did not suit them 
to be loafing round, in the wilderness. Their 
god was their belly, and they longed for the 
flesh-pots of Egypt, which they thought they 
could have without waiting on-God, They 
grumbled about the tuble which he spread fo 
them. They liked the manna which he gav« 
them, at first; bet in a little while grew tired 
of it, and said, ‘ Our soul loatheth this ligh: 
ibread.? It was not fa’ and greasy enough to 
suitthem. So God drove up an ocean of quails, 
and they ate their meat, and died in their full - 
ness. The trouble was, eating was theiv 
god; and it wastharder work:to wait on God 
and be free, than to serve under Pharaoh, take 
| the lash, and get their pottage. 








We have here two openings-for a fair insight 
into God’s heart, im respect to labor. First, 
the original condition of things, and secondly, 
his dealings with the children of Israel. Now 
| to come downto the gospel dispensation—J esus 
| Christ himself’ was a loafer, aceording to world- 
ly principles of industry. There is no account 
of his working. He might have worked under 
his father, but the facet that he was known to 
he a spiritual character from his birth, would 
lead us to doubt whether he was ever confined 
to labor. He left his parents at Jerusalem, 
und tarried behind ; and when his mother re- 
proved him for it, he answered, ‘ Wist ye net 
that I must be about my Father’s business 7? 
She made no answer, but kept his saying in her 
heart; she did not treat him as a common child. 
One thing is certain, Christ never took any 
eredit to himself for working, that we read of 
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in the gospels. Doubtless he took on him an 
experience of work, sufficient for his own per- 
fect education, and to enable him to sympa-| 
thize with others : but it was a minor affair.— | 
After he became a public man all the labor 
that he did was walking about. He called men 
from their labor, and set his face against it con- 
stantly. Well, you may say that he was not a) 
practical man, and we could not expect that a 
person brought up as he was, should know how 
to manage business. On the contrary, I believe 
that Christ is the most practical business man 
in the universe—that he has sympathetic and 
practical acquaintance with human nature in all 
‘In him are hid all the trea- 


ite departments. 
And when 


sures of wisdom and knowledge.’ 
the hidden things are brought to light, it will 
be found that he is ‘ the man of the age’—the 
active force by which all the elements of nature 
are being subdued and the earth possessed. In- 
stead of being a recluse, he is at the heart of 
all this vast enterprise and improvement that 
is the glory of ourtime. And the principle in 
the ease is this :—he is working down from the 
wisdom that ‘is in God, and keeps himself above 
the earth. He does not come down and grov- 
el in it, but keeps his head above it, and sub- 
dues it. ‘Paul, too, wasa practical man, and we 
have some little proof of his faculty, He dida 
great deal of financiering for the church, in the 
way of getting one part of it to help another. 
He manifested his practical skill in navigation 
at the time of his shipwreck, and showed his 
business talents in various ways. 

Spontaneous production is the natural state 
of things, and barrenuess is the miracle—the 
anomaly, Christ was in the natural state 
when in this world; i.e. the state of spon- 
taneous subsistence. He was not under the 
curse, ‘In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread.’ God gave the earth to man to subdue 
it, and to ‘have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 


edge the fact by the hardest. He was made to 
acknowledge that the Lord set him up—that it 
was by the Lord that he built that great city 
Babylon, and not by his own wisdom and great- 
ness. 

The principle set forth in this instance, on 
the largest scale, is practicable and operative 
everywhere. The day of judgment will dis- 
close the fact, that those men who make for- 
tunes, make them by the blessing of God, by 
his purpose manifested towards them favor- 
ably in the pursuit of wealth. You may say, 
that ‘‘ admitting this principle to be true, it still 
makes no difference whether men are righteous 
ornot. The wicked succeed as well as the good: 
God prospers whom he pleases; it is a mere 
arbitrary thing with him, with which the ques- 
tion of character has nothing to do. Thus, 
after admitting it to be true, that God’s special 
blessing builds men up and prospers them, yet, 
because he prospers the wicked as well as the 
righteous, men may go to work as if there was 
no God.” 

But let us see if this is the case, that the 
wicked are prospered as well as the righteous, 
that all men are made to fare alike. It is all 
important that we settle this question, and see 
if it is so, for ourselves. If God does make a 
difference between men, and prosperity is spe- 
cially attached to honesty, righteousness, and 
faithfulness, it is important that we clearly 
comprehend, and strongly believe it; for though 
not a sufficient motive for righteousness in it- 
self, yet as a secondary motive, the belief that 
prosperity in business depends on pleasing God, 
would have a great effect. It would tend to 
make all the motives which now lead the world 
into unbelief and sensuality, draw the other 
way. So far as we have an ambition to please 
God, so far it is desirable that all that part of 
our natures that is attracted by worldly busi- 
ness, should draw towards God. We want our 
sails filled; and if the wind blows that way we 








«attle, and over all the earth, and over every 
ereeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.’ 
Mhrist simply carried out this original design of 
God in asserting his sovereignty over the trees, 
fishes, and winds. 


HOME-TALK—NO. 120. 
Revortrep Jan. 12, 1851. 
THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF BUSINESS. 
{ count it a first principle, that the special 
biessing of God wpon any business is the grand 
element of success. There are, undoubtedly, a 


will take the benelit of it. 

It is plain that God does make a difference 
between the righteous and the wicked, and that 
there is substantial truth in the declarations of 
the first Psalm ;—‘“‘ Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly. 

* He shall be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his 
fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not with- 
er; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.— 
The ungodly are not so: but are like the 
chaff which the wind driveth away.” The 





variety of elements that come in to contribute 
to success, as skill in doing business, tact in 
managing the financial concerns of it, the ad- 
vantage of profitable connections, the patron- 
age ef men and institutions, &e, These are 
elements which are not to be despised, in a 
secondary point of view; but the mistake of | 
the world lies in making them the first and on- | 
ly conditions of success—in ignoring entirely 
the principle that ¢akes precedence of all oth- 
ers, viz., that the blessing of God is the spe- 
cial and main element concerned in prosperity. 
‘Except the Lord build the house, they labor 
in vain that build it; except the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman waketh but in vain.’ The 
watchmen may be ever so correet and faithful 
in a worldly way, and the laborers ever so skill-, 
ful and ing@ustrious; yet there stands the fact: 
‘Except the Lord build the honse, they labor 
in vain that build it ; except the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman waketh but iv vain.’ Is 
this poetry, or fact? Is it to be taken in a 
dreamy way, asa thing to be talked of Sundays, 
but with which we have really nothing to do, 
or shall we take it home as a universal matter 
of fact ? 

Let us look into the proof of the proposition: | 
In the affairs of this world, the business that | 
is greatest, and considered above all others, is | 
that of government. Now God distinctly pro- | 
fesses in the Bible to do his will in this depart- | 
ment—to set up and pull down. He sent Neb- | 
uchadnezzar out to eat grass for seven years, 
to learn him that ‘the heavens do rule.’ It is 
for God to say who shall, and who shall not 
prosper, and he made Nebuchadnezzar acknowl- 











history of the world from the beginning will 
prove that there is substantial truth in this 
position: and what we want is to get it fixed 
in us as the first principle of business, and clear 
it of dreamy unbelief. To go back to the be- 
ginning:—We see that God prospered Abra- 
ham, so that he rose from nothing to be a great 
king, and had three hundred servants, and was 
stronger than every body around him, and had 
command of kirgs, and took their captives from 
them. Then we see that Jacob had the bless- 
ing of God upon him, so that, standing side by 
side with his brother Esau, he rose above him 
in prosperity. When he went out to seek his 
fortune among his relatives he was favored 

(tod gave him good luck, and increased his sub- 
stance. Joseph is another example of one 
who commenced under the most unfavorable 
circumstances, and went through fiery trials 
that threatened his destruction, but came at 
Jast to be prince over the treasures of Egypt, 
and stood next to the king. He was enabled 
to deliver his brethren by the good luck and 
prosperity that God gave him. 

There was the beginning of the great Jewish 
commonwealth, which, as 2 whole, has had more 
sway, (and T may say ‘has still,) over the busi- 
ness affairs of the world thax any other.. They 
have gone beyond ali other nations in wealth 
and prosperity of a certain kind from that time 
to this. There was an inheritance in their 
blood: they took their tone and example and 
confidence in God, in respect to worldly inter- 
ests, from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: and no 
people ever had the command of the wealth of 
the world that they have had. You may say 
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that their present prosperity cannot be connec-| mouth is in the sight of God the most exposed 


ted with present faith. 
sure that there is not yet in the heart of every 
Jew, a reverential fecling for the faith of the 
Patriarchs, which pleases God. There is every 
reason to think that it is so—that a belief in 
God’s promises and power in this department 
has descended through all their generations. 

Then, to follow the current of Bible history 
down, take David for example; and he is only 
one out of agreat number. In his proceedings 
he had a fanatical faith (or what would be 
generally called such) in the predestination of 
God, in all matters. He always enquired of 
the oracle before going out to battle ; and if the 
Lord said, ‘Go not,’ he went not, let the pros- 
pects be what they might; and, on the other 
hand, if he said * Go,’ he went, though it were 
in the face of threatenings and apparent impos- 
sibilities. He went out against Goliath with 
every apparent advantage against him ; but he 
had an instinct of believing heroism in bis 
heart, that made him sure. He believed that 
God would let the blaspheming Philistines know 
in some way that ‘the heavens do rule.’ It 
was in that faith that he prospered all his days ; 
and went through dangers and fights without 
end, until he sueceeded in being established 
over the kingdom of Israel, and became the 
mightiest monarch on the face of the earth.— 
The same faith and the same providence are 
seen at work in the case of Solomon. His 
glory and prosperity were secured to him by 
the blessing of God, 

In the conclusion of that dispensation, the 
nation was humbled, and sent into captivity. 
But still, God did not forget his purpose. He 
made the Jewish captives, Daniel, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego, tread on the necks 
of their captors. In spite of all, they surpass- 
ed every body around them in wisdom and 
prosperity. Daniel stood, up and resisted the 
king of Babylon to his face, made a distinct 
confession of God’s authority over the nations, 
and, from time to time, compelled his keepers 
to do the same. Thus God took the ‘weak 
things of the world to confound and set at 
nought the mighty.’ He claimed and secured 
to himself in the center of Babylon, which was 
then the center of the world, under the heavi- 
est pressure of pride and unbelief, a confession 
that by him princes do rule, and that greatness 
and prosperity are distributed by him. 

And even our own experience as a church 
has furnished abundant confirmation of the 
truth, that God’s blessing, and the simplicity 
of old Bible characters, is better for all pur- 
poses than the worldly wisdom which dispenses 
with God. How often it has been made mani- 
fest to us, that our success in business affairs 
depends upon our pleasing God. His_provi- 
dences have satisfied us that we shall be pros- 
pered in our undertakings, just so far as we 
please him. Let us then be sincere, and accept 
God’s word without discount; trust him as 
David, Daniel and his companions did, and have 
no fellowship with those who are so wise as to 
explain away every thing, nor with the spirit 
which says, ‘“* What profit is it to serve God ?” 


“Table-Talk, by J. §. N.--No. 99. 


March 18, 18852. 

The moutt is the point of contact with mat- 
ter, and with the world in general. It is ‘ the 
port of entry’—the place of import and export. 
Here the atmosphere, with all its soxious and 
pestilential ingredients, comes into contact with 
our life: and here we deal with the world in 
the way of conversation. And here unques- 
tionably, is the place where the victory of heay- 
en over hell will be deeided. The process of 
purification commences in the heart, and pro- 
ceeds regularly through all the other depart- 
ments of our nature : and the process wil! be 
completed when our mouths are purified.— 
When the victory of eternal life and faith 
has reached the port of entry, the last enemy, 
death, will be overcome. 

If there is any ground to draw comparisons 
between the different parts of our bodies, 
it is safe to assume for the present, that the 





But I am by no means | to evil. 


| body.”? (Jas. 3: 2.) 
| the body which was first defiled with sin, and 








Isaiah spoke wisely when he said, 
“ Wo is me! for I am undone ; because I am 
a man of wnelean dips: and I dwell in the midst 
of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes haye 
seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” (Isa. 6; 
5,6.) And James was right when he said, 
“Tf any man offend not in word, the same is a 
perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole 
The mouth is the part of 


it is the last that will be redeemed. 

We see that other departments of our nature 
have been purified by grace and truth: and 
this should encourage us to believe that the 
work will go on, and redeem that part of our 
nature which has its seat in the mouth—the 
focus of intercourse with matter and with the 
world. Nothing can prevent this interior work 
from moving onward, progressing from point 
to point, and continually pressing on the spirit 
of sin and poison—auntil it works out a complete 
victory over the spirit that keeps up a qumrrel 
with God in regard to forbidden fruit. We 
have gained victory after victory, and know, 
as people say, ‘how the thing is done.’ Let 
us push for the final decisive triumph which 
shail wholly exclude evil from our port of entry. 


Thankfulness and Prayer. 


‘Rejoice evermore: pray without ceasing : 
in every thing give thanks: for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.’— 
(1 Thess. 5: 16-18.) Paul’s life, after his 
conversion, was a true example of what he 
enjoins on believers, in the exhortation above 
quoted. In the midst of persecutions, dis- 
tresses, and perils, we see him offering his 
heart continually in gratitude to God. He 
speaks of himself, ‘ as sorrowful, yet always re- 
joicing ;’ and nothing is more common than 
such expressions as these to his churches : ‘We 
give thanks to God always, for you all ; making 
mention of you in our prayers, remembering 
without ceasing your work of faith, and labor 
of love.’ ‘ For this cause thank we God with- 
out ceasing, because when ye received the 
word of God which ye heard of us, ye received 
it not as the word of men, but (as it is in 
truth) the word of God, which effectually 
worketh in you that believe.’ ‘For what 
thanks can we render to God again for you, 
for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes 
before our God; night and day praying ex- 
ceedingly that we might see your face, and per- 
fect that which is lacking in your faith.’ ‘Giv- 
ing thanks always for all things unto God and 
the Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ 

Paul was too large-hearted to allow the evils 
he was surrounded with te discourage him, or 
keep him from doing the work to which he was 
called; and his lively sense of the abounding 
goodness of God, kept him always rejoicing and 
thankful. 

It is worthy of notice that Paul’s prayers, 
though constant, were ever mixed with thank- 
fulness. But if he could offer his heart and its 
emotions, continually to God in rejoicing, prayer 
and thanksgiving, we certaiyly can do the same, 
and for additional cause; since he and all the 
primitive saints have ‘fought the good ficht of 
faith,’ have overcome, and are now with Christ, 
ready and glad to help us in the same fight. 
And Paul who prayed for the churches night 
and day, will never cease his supplications for 
this world, until it is loyal to Jesus Christ its 
rightful sovereign. Let us ever recognize this 
fact, and scout from our midst all small-heart- 
edness, when tempted to look at the evils that 
surround us; and let us rejoice in the ever- 
abounding goodness of God, taking for our mot- 
to Paul’s exhortation, ‘ Rejoice evermore ; 
pray without ceasing; in every thing give 
thanks.’ S. K. D. 

Oneida, August, 1852. 





ZS Horticulture was the business of Adam _ be- 
fore his fall—agriculture, his business afterwards. 
‘The Lord God’ was the first horticulturist. He 
planted the garden of Eden, and made to grow in it 
‘every tree pleasant to the sight, and good for food.’ 
It was a paradise of flowers and fruit. Adam was 
put into this garden to ‘dress it and keep it,’ and 
enjoy it. But after his sin, he was turned out on to 
a farm, of new, wild land, which yielded its in- 
crease only by sorrowful toil. He was no more a 
gardener,’ but a farmer. In the garden he lived on 
the fruit of trees, planted by the Lord ; but now he 
had to do his own planting, and live on the degen- 
erate growth of the fields, God said to him, in ex- 
pelling him from Paradise, ‘thou shalt eat of the 
herb of the field.’ It was the first step of his re- 
turn to the ground from whence he came, to be 
thus condemned to dig in it for his food. 




















Letters Received. 
E. Carrier: H. N. Leet; A. & J. Kinsley; M. L. 
Worden; P. Marks; P. Tupper. 
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